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The California High School Proficiency Examination (CHSPE) is a testing program established by California 
law (Education Code Section 48412). If eligible to take the test, you can earn the legal equivalent of a 
high school diploma by passing the CHSPE. The CHSPE consists of two sections: an English-Language Arts 
section and a Mathematics section. If you pass both sections of the CHSPE, the California State Board of 
Education will award you a Certificate of Proficiency, which by state law is equivalent to a high school 
diploma (although not equivalent to completing all coursework required for regular graduation from 
high school). Although federal agencies are not bound by state laws, the U.S. Office of Personnel 
Management has ruled that the Certificate of Proficiency shall be accepted in applications for federal 
civilian employment. The U.S. Department of Education and Federal Student Aid recognizes the CHSPE 
as the equivalent of a high school diploma in applications for federal financial aid. All persons and 
institutions subject to California law that require a high school diploma for any purpose must accept the 
certificate as satisfying the requirement.  

Additional information regarding the CHSPE can be found on the CHSPE Website. 

 

http://www.chspe.net/

